
Definitions of Values

A. Learning 
Environment

The physical space where my child’s learning will take place. Include furniture, layout, accessories and supplies

B. Education The content and teaching that will help my child learn and support their growth

C. Stability The reliability of program to continue with little or no disruption in timing, instruction and educator

D. Socialization The peer-to-peer interaction that helps my child develop a sense of self, communication with others and socio-emotional development

E. Health and Safety The security that my child’s and my family’s health are safeguarded

F. Family 
Relationships

The impact that this option will have on our family dynamics

G. Time Investment The amount of effort and time required to make this option work

H. Time for Myself The ability to get the time I need to do the things that I am responsible for as well as recharge

I. Affordability The cost associated with the option - immediate and longterm 

J. Extra Support The option to have support for any extraordinary needs, learning challenges or other supports usually received through school

This decision making tool is designed to help you get clear on what is important to you and give a quantitative look at a multiple factor decision. If you are doing this 
with your partner, it may be helpful to view areas of Time Investment and Time for Myself from the perspective of the person who will be primarily responsible for 
homeschooling or distributed learning, should you go that route. 

Part 1 
Read the definitions of the categories. If a category or definition doesn’t resonate with you, change it. It’s important that you get clear on what the categories mean. You may find 
that there is overlap between the categories. For example, the physical space of the Learning Environment affects the ability to maintain physical distance in Health and Safety. 
Decide which category most represents that definition and write it down in that space. This will help you as you compare them in the next step.
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Sorting Out What Is Important to You About School This Year

A. Learning 
Environment B. Education C. Stability D. Socialization E. Health and 

Safety
F. Family 

Relationships
G. Time 

Investment
H. Time for 

Myself I. Affordability J. Extra 
Support

A. Learning 
Environment

B. Education

C. Stability

D. Socialization

E. Health and 
Safety

F. Family 
Relationships

G. Time 
Investment

H. Time for 
Myself

I. Affordability

J. Extra 
Support

Totals A: B: C: D: E: F: G: H: I: J:

Part 2 
Look at the two values that intersect in a white box. Choose which value between the two is more important to you and write that letter in the box, irregardless if the schooling option. 
You’re looking at how important each of these values are in comparison to each other. You might find it helpful to have the Definition of Values sheet next to you as you complete this. 
Score the difference in importance between the options (0 = no difference/same importance, 1= slightly more important, 2 = very important, 3 = major difference/one much more 
important than the other). For example, in comparing A and B, if B is more important to you, write the “B” in the box, then add the score for the difference in importance. If it is slightly 
more important, then you would write “1”. The box would then read “B1”.

Tally the score per category at the bottom of the chart. It may be easiest to tally one category at a time and cross it off in the top chart as you add it to the total.


0 = no difference/same importance, 1= slightly more important, 2 = very important, 3 = major difference/one much more important than the other
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Here are some self-paced / homeschooling comparisons at a glance:

from https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/classroom-alternatives/homeschooling?keyword=homeschool) 8/13/2020

Traditional 

homeschooling

Public school 

distributed learning

Independent school 

distributed learning

Must meet the Learning Outcomes of the B.C. curriculum No Yes Yes

Learning must be supervised by a B.C. teacher * No Yes Yes

Students must use district- or school-approved resources No Yes Yes

Student progress must be evaluated by a teacher and report cards are prepared by a teacher 3 
times a year

No Yes Yes

Must participate in provincial testing (provincial exams and Foundation Skills Assessments) No Yes Yes

Religious texts / resources may be used Yes No Yes

Status of student with school Registered Enrolled Enrolled

Definitions of Homeschooling Options

Additional considerations:

Eligible for Dogwood diploma No (there are options) Yes Yes

Support for Special Needs
No Yes, depending on the 

program and available SN 
spots

Yes, depending on the 
program and available SN 

spots

Financial support for supplies No Depends on the program Depends on the program

Face to Face courses, outings or virtual sessions
No Depends on the program, 

may have additional fees

Depends on the program, 

may have additional fees

Fees No No Depends on the program

* While the BC Gov site says that learning is supervised by a BC teacher, the parent is still the primary educator, delivering the agreed on program day-to-day. DL programs vary on how 
hands on the learning consultant/teacher are with the student. 
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Part 3a 
Rate each schooling option on a scale of 0 - 4 according to how well it meets your values. Place your answer in the white box according to this scale:


0 = Not at all 1 = Slightly 2 = Moderately 3 = Extremely well 4 = Completely 
How Well Does Each Option Fulfill Your Values?

FACTOR Brick & Mortar 
School

Brick & Mortar 
School Score

Homeschool (section 
12/13)

Homeschool (section 
12/13) Score Distributed Learning Distributed Learning 

Score

A. Learning Environment

B. Quality of Teaching

C. Stability

D. Socialization

E. Health and Safety

F. Family Relationships

G. Time Investment

H. Time for Myself

I. Affordability

J. Extra Support

Totals

Part 3b 
Copy your totals from Part 2 into the Factor column. Multiply your answer for each schooling option by the factor for that Value. For example, if your total for Time for Myself is a factor of 
6, and with Brick and Mortar school, you rated it a 3, then your total in the light blue box would be 18. Add all the numbers in the light blue column for each option. The option with the 
highest score is your top option, on paper…


Gut Check 
Take a moment to look at the total scores that you came up with for each option. How do you feel about how they rank? It may confirm what you already know - or it might not sit well 
with you. Just because an option looks good on paper doesn’t mean that you are locked into it. 


One other factor that isn’t in this tool is that should you withdraw from the brick and mortar school system, you will lose any choice program or out of catchment spots as it currently 
stands. This is kind of a wildcard because it could happen but it might not and is a risk to weigh in your final decision. I hope that you found this tool helpful. I would love to hear from you 
on insights that you found. Feel free to post on my Facebook page or message me!


Sending you hope for peace of mind and a joyful home,

Anne 
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